Transcript: Rachel Hutchens – Doctor of Clinical Neuropsychology candidate
There were a few things that were really attractive about the course here, one of them that I really liked was the structure of the course so basically in the first semester here there was a heavy emphasis on coursework so that by the time we got to placement in second semester we felt really ready, I felt I had a lot of knowledge behind me, and I felt comfortable going into the placement, didn’t feel like I had to rely too much on my supervisor.
I also really liked the fact that La Trobe have their own Psychological Clinic here so you can begin your placement in the clinic and have fairly heavy supervision and then by the time you go out to the external clinics you’re feeling really confident and ready to go as well. The range of supervisors and research topics is really wide here as well. It’s quite difficult to choose who you want as a supervisor because there’s really so many opportunities and a lot of the supervisors are linked in with bigger projects that are going on throughout Melbourne and Victoria so there’s huge opportunities there for meeting other people and for getting involved in some really important research.
The guidance that you receive here at La Trobe is excellent. The staff really have an emphasis on getting you through the course and making you the best clinician that you can be so it feels like it’s a big change from Undergraduate and even Honours where it felt sort of quite competitive and with probably a little bit less guidance from the staff. Here they’re really happy to help you out if you get in any trouble. If you find you’re struggling you can really tell that they’re backing you all the way, they really want you to get through.
If you’re coming to La Trobe you’re guaranteed to enjoy it. You’re guaranteed to get really good training and when you get out there, people know that the students from La Trobe are well trained and that they’re going to be really good in the workplace so, yeah.

