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S:
Most of my research is on Asian economies. The three areas that I’ve been doing a lot of research in the last few years, one is the impact of natural disasters so this one, we studied the impact of the 2004 Asian tsunami and how economies are trying to recover from that and all the economic issues related to that. Another area is the general issues of food security in Asia so I was involved with ... I was what they called the lead consultant for a project that the United Nations Food and Agricultural Organisation put in place, study of 10 Asian countries including China, India and so on looking at the impact of high food prices and also the global financial crisis. So that work has been ... well some of it is finished, we have produced some reports and some of it is ongoing.

And to some extent related to that but with a more narrow country focus I’ve been working with a group of people in India including people from the government looking at issues of food security and agricultural policy issues. I teach two subjects at the moment in terms of teaching, one is called Asia in the World Economy, the other one is globalisation and in both these cases you know I bring these things together because I follow these developments on a dai ... basically a daily basis. So I can talk about things like the global financial crisis, how it is affecting these countries, the issues of poverty, of climate change and environment because that is one big part of the food security issue because that’s affecting food production both now and certainly going to affect in very large measure over the next several years ‘cause we got water scarcity and issues like that, droughts and so on.
So yeah, it help me to you know when I’m doing ... teaching undergraduates it help me to you know really talk to them about what is going on at the moment, what they see on TV, what they read on the newspapers and I can relate to that and for example you know one part of my subject was I teach about the Japanese economy and what has been happening in the Japanese economy. And now because I’m working on Japan, on the Japanese earthquake and the tsunami and the aftermath, all the big policy issues of you know how is Japan going to come out of it? What are the macroeconomic implications? All of that comes in and I kind of you know I can talk to them in the way that I guess you know people can feel that I know what I’m talking about to ... it is ... I’m able to draw on very specific, concrete examples and to illustrate more general economic theories and I think that’s the most ... probably the most useful thing from a teaching point of view.
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