DfL Project Staff Stories: Debra Edwards

What you become involved in curriculum renewal at La Trobe?

Largely because from my teaching background because I work in the faculty of education and a lot of my early career was spent in schools, so I became interested in curriculum development at that point. When I moved into the university setting I think one of the things that I realised very quickly working within a course like the bachelor of education was the tensions between the traditional idea of a liberal arts education within a University and a professional course and particularly the way that the demands of the notion of a professional vocational course could override some of the more traditional university approaches to education and learning and I think that curriculum development and having a focus on thinking about the course as a curriculum enables you to work within those tensions. So that was probably my initial reason for being involved in curriculum design.

What most excite you about your project?

Having time to stop and think about why we are doing particular things, what is the overall purpose, what is the reason for having particular subjects within a course? And I think within a vocational course like education there is always the outside pressure of the accrediting bodies and things that they consider to be important but then balancing that with the fact that we are a university and as a university there are certain things about critical thinking and deep learning and the sake of learning that needs to be balanced against that and curriculum design gives an opportunity to look at those issues, to reflect on them, to explore them.

What challenges have you encountered?

I think again there are certain challenges that are particularly related to vocational courses where the immediacy of things that are in the media attention or that a particular system decides are important, it is very easy for those things to take precedent and to think that something has to be added into the course or changed or adapted because of external pressures like the media and literacy is probably a good example of that. So that is always a challenge, then to step back from that and to say what is the bigger picture, where we actually headed for in terms of over the full four years, and is that important just now or is it something that is going to have ongoing importance? The other challenge has probably been, again going back to perhaps some of the traditional thinking of subjects has been important and that everything needs to be taught within a particular subject rather than seeing a subject as part of the bigger curriculum and it is really about what is the intended learning outcomes for the curriculum as a whole that we are working towards rather than just each subject being its own silo.

What do you hope to curriculum renewal process will achieve?

Again it is that sense of having a coherency and internal consistency within a course of study that I think is exciting, both for the students but also for the staff teaching in it.
