GCHE: Brendon Munge

I have been employed for three years at La Trobe. I'm in the Outdoor and Environmental Ed department in the Faculty of Education in Bendigo. The Outdoor Ed department has been known for about 30 years and it is world renowned for the work and research that it does with students. I teach in the Outdoor Living and Travel Skills in their first year, which is an introductory subject, and then two subjects in their second year which are sort of transitional subjects in bushwalking and also an expedition subject, it's called the Long Walk.
Within the Grad Cert I had the fabulous opportunity of working with staff from a variety of different faculties and that's probably one of the key experiences, allowing me to collaborate with them on projects that we were completing but also opening myself up to a whole variety of different opportunities in terms of teaching design and learning structure, and from that given me an opportunity to structure my own work and then also ideas in terms of innovation and innovative teaching.
From the graduate certificate I applied particularly the concepts of constructive alignment especially in the first year subject, which has allowed my own teaching to become a lot clearer in terms of providing evidence of students learning, but also making assessment tasks fundamental to their ongoing learning journey. Also in the second year subject the expedition one I mentioned, opportunities to be innovative with Pebble Pad and other areas which are structured around constructive alignment but also providing opportunities to students to go beyond the normal systems of learning and providing evidence.
Two or three main benefits that I found from being involved in the Graduate Certificate was the opportunity, particularly as an early career academic, to provide structure and opportunities to be innovative in my teaching design and also to develop my scholarship of teaching at an early stage and open up areas that I wasn't aware of. Further to that was the opportunity to be collaborative across a number of different faculties and departments within the University, it engaged me with a variety of different individuals and their learning designs and I've been able to bring a lot of that information back to my own department and enact it in my teaching there.
