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I head a research centre called the Centre for Sport and Social Impact which does a whole range of research looking at the impact of sport on individuals in society and the interplay of sport with government policy.
We’ve got a number of projects on the go in the centre one of which is currently looking at the broadcasting of sport on television and looking at the advertising of alcohol through sport as a promotional medium and looking at the effect of that promotional alcohol through sport broadcasting which has an exemption in the broadcasting guides so that young children can watch sport broadcasting and see alcohol advertising and we’re looking at the impacts of that on young people’s uptake of alcohol consumption.
We use ... a lot of our results from our research informs the context of how we teach so we do a lot of research about organisational practice, governance, facility management, the operation of sports organisations so that research activity by individual academics keeps them involved in the industry, keeps them informed of what current practices are, keeps them up-to-date with contacts in the industry and really does inform their industry knowledge and background so they can bring some flavour and richness to their lectures and tutorial activities and their design of curriculum so we use research quite a lot in designing our curriculum and keeping up-to-date particularly in a field of sport management where it’s very topical, requires lots of industry examples to explain the context of management in the sporting field.
A lot of our research is about how organisations operate, the impact of government policy on those sports programs and a lot of our teaching is informed by the research activities of us plus others ... academics around Australia looking at the sports industry and how to improve it and we try to bring those real world examples into the classroom.
We’re looking to influence government policy in the world of sport so we’re looking to assist organisations like Sport and Recreation Victoria, the state government agency, and the Australian Sports Commission as a federal government agency for sport in how they can design government policies and intervention programs to not only have an impact on individuals in terms of getting them to be involved in sport but also to make sport a fairer, safer place to participate in so we’re looking to influence government policy in all those areas and that involves in some ways being critical of government policy but in a lot of ways being supportive of their activities and looking to assist them in designing interventions that get more people playing sport and being involved in as consumers, being part of ... members of AFL clubs etc, how to make those processes in the sports industry work better.
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