I'm sure that you, like me, can remember a time when communication was face-to-face and playing meant activities outdoors with other children until your mum, frustrated, walked up to you and forcibly dragged you into the house for dinner. How life has changed. How playing has changed. Digital devices are at present a significant element of most children's leisure time. It has become common to our children devote many hours using the Internet and playing computer games which captivate their attention and concentration for a long period of time.

So my theory is, if kids continue to spend more time in using Internet and playing computer games compared to the time spending on their learning, so it is essential to find a way to integrate both of the approach together, to teach them from subjects such as mathematics. You might want to know, why mathematics? Because kids are still considering mathematics as a difficult subject, despite its important role in almost all areas and careers. The prospective benefits beyond using e-learning and computer games in mathematics classes are convincing. However, can you imagine that the students in Saudi primary school are still learning mathematics by simply by just listening to the teacher for 45 minutes? Contrast this with the real world. Students around the world using the Internet in their learning, playing educational computer games - simply having fun while they are learning. We don't recognise this in our learning. They do. We don't. Why not?

That's why in my PhD project, I investigated the effectiveness of using some new technologies such as e-learning and computer games in mathematics classes in Saudi primary school. The study was conducted in some public and private Saudi schools, with the girls only, as our schools in Saudi Arabia are single sex schools. Nevertheless, the findings were convincing. Employing these new technologies in mathematics classes enhanced students' knowledge and greatly engaged them. That's why my Ph.D. project is important. Because it helps the students to understand mathematics in an effective and enjoyable way at the same time. By showing my Ph.D. results, I hope this will make Saudi government to review the current learning and teaching methods, and the traditional method in teaching mathematics in 45 minutes, by lecture and recitation, is not sufficient to teach the new generation any more. Thank you.

