Student story – Shannon Burnett

After going to open day at all the different universities this one, the campus seemed impressive, it was nice, good public transport and facilities and as someone with a disability it had good support services here at La Trobe and that made the decision quite easy.

Besides the campus getting a lot bigger and busy it has sort of been La Trobe the name is a lot better now. When I started some students would just go to La Trobe if they had no option, but now is actually good, it is a highly recognised university and people are happy to go here and it is getting bigger and better every year.

Besides the normal things like learning about how to think critically and teamwork and communication skills, the fact that at La Trobe you have science pracs every week is a good thing because you learn in practice about theories that you learn in class and things like that. I've done a few extra curricular activities like the Student Ambassador program and the High School Science Challenge and things like that and they are really good. And as a Ph.D. student now I help teach the undergraduate practical classes and I found that really rewarding.

Besides the normal challenges that everyone faces like getting work in on time and everything else, having a physical disability means you have other challenges like even taking notes, time pressures are a lot greater, so I have used support services to help me get over these challenges and the Equality and Diversity Centre has been a great help.

The hardest bit is I think a lot of students don't know the support services exist, so in the first six months I didn't know about it so I kind of struggled the first six months and just scraped through and but when I eventually enquired about it, because you have got to get the courage to go and talk to someone and when I got the services things improved straightaway, I got extra time in exams, scribes for exams and classes and that was really all it took.

It is about getting all the skills that employers look for and doing other things like some of the optional workshops like how to put together résumés and other things like that, but for the postgraduate stuff you get research behind you and some publications out there and I think once you do all those kind of things you're good to go.
