Student stories - Ana Garcia Melgar

I came here in 2010 on holidays and I liked it so much that I decided I want to study here. So I applied in February, I came back to Spain because I wasn't sure if I was going to get the place here or not and then when I was there I got an e-mail saying that I was accepted and I also got a scholarship so then I thought okay, quit my job, quit my apartment there in Spain and came here so it was a bit  like not in a rush by a very quick decision.

I don't know if it is generally university wide but at least in education when I came my first semester was all face-to-face lectures and we spent more time with the lecturers and in class and then in my last semester many of the subjects were online so I guess it is a change to be more flexible and to adapt to people. Like in a Masters they might be working so they can not attend classes, face-to-face classes, but that is what I noticed, my first semester was face-to-face weekly classes and now it is more online classes so just do your own work and then you can make an appointment with a lecturer so it is more flexible.

I think my thesis was the most valuable learning experience from an academic point of view because it gave me the chance to choose my topic, do the research, and I had to make my own contacts with university academics in Spain, be with my supervisor, engage in research and how to work and integrate, and that is from the academic point of view. And then let's say from the more relationship point of view my job as Student Learning Advisor has been the most reaching and most valuable experience because that is when I put into practice this education theories of how to engage with people, how to explain something, how to improve students' outcomes from a service that is a drop-in service so anybody can come there, you never know what is going on, so you develop, this is key also, being very flexible and being adaptable and being able to, yeah, to personalise skills and being able to adapt to people.

Some subjects were really well designed and we could see the relationship between the learning outcomes, the assessment and then the feedback. In other cases I think I missed some feedback on the assessments so although the learning outcomes and the class, how it was delivered and the learning materials, it all fitted. Then I think we didn't get enough feedback on how our assessment and how to improve, but it depended on the subject and the lecturer, if they had more time or not to give that learning feedback.

I guess the language. When I came here, let's say I could speak English but, I could understand it but I had never talked more than 10 minutes and not in an academic environment at all, so when I first came I found myself quite lost. You were in the class and it was really hard to follow the lecturer and then when they gave me my first assignment I hadn't been at uni for five years and never in English so I really didn't know how to do the writing. So I tried to do my best, asked the lecturers all the time, asked for feedback, I got some books from the library as well, I checked all the journal articles to see how the style was and little by little you keep on building on the vocabulary and the language skills and then second semester was much more easier than the first one, but first one I think I could spend hours in the library just polishing my writing and saying "I don't know if this sentence is grammatically correct", so I guess if I had had the Student Learning Advisors desk at that time it would've been great because then we didn't have that so I just had to look for my own resources for the language, that was the biggest challenge.

I guess it gave me this multicultural perspective and flexibility so when I send my resume to, could be an employer in Australia, it could be an employer in Spain, in Europe or wherever, they are going to see that I have studied here and that it is a very multicultural environment and that they encourage us to be very independent and to be very flexible so I guess the biggest difference between La Trobe and my university experience in Spain is that it was very teacher focused so they just gave you the assignments so you just do these, do that, that is all. Here it is the opposite, they trust you and they tell you you should look for the topic you are interested in, you had to develop your own critical skills so you become a more independent thinker and learner so I think that is the biggest thing I'm getting from my time at La Trobe.
