Uni Bridges – The Bendigo Experience
F:
With Uni Bridges, we're wanting to engage with our local community and the schools in that community, to see whether doing so addresses the lower rates of score attention and transition to university in the northern corridor of Melbourne and also regional Victoria.
F:
Uni Bridges is important to teachers and students 'cause it provides a huge amount of opportunity to link the schools with the university and each other. It raises the aspirations of students because they get to see people who have come from very normal background who've really extraordinary things.
F:
Uni Bridges is a great program that links all bridges, the gap between secondary college and uni. What ... I think the main thing is that it takes students out of their comfort zone originally and then familiarises themselves with the university environment.

M:
I think Uni Bridges promotes universities, a pathway for students that may have never considered before because it provides the option of participating in their schoolwork and then even if they don't necessarily achieve the ATAR that they might need for a particular course, because they have successfully participated in the outreach activities and completed the coursework they're still given that option of attending university. And I think that's particularly important for students in our socioeconomic region because there's a lot of barriers to that participation in university and doing well at school, that this program takes into consideration and therefore ... and it gives these students an opportunity that they may not have had in the past.

F:
I found the Bendigo experience really good, and I've been able to look at different dentistry and nursing and have a go at actual activities.

F:
It's good to meet friends and be social and do ... and it includes all the subjects that I like.

F:
Yeah, Uni Bridges really helps you, you can do your options 'cause it shows you what there is out there.

M:
It actually shows you the bigger picture, where I saw the smaller picture before, and Uni Bridges is just a wonderful experience, to be honest.

F:
Uni Bridges has definitely changed, like, and given me a better insight as to what I want to do and like how I want to do it. It's sort of opened so many new doors and given you a bigger insight into what you actually can do, like, sure, teachers can just tell you, yeah, there's this, there's this, there's this, but actually getting into it and having a go really changes, like, your whole opinion of things.

F:
Before I started Uni Bridges, I wasn't sure what I wanted to do at uni, but now I'm sure I want to do something in the health science area, and it's been able to give me opportunities to look at the different courses within them and make up a decision.

F:
By partnering with a university, teachers can access the latest research in their academics, to invigorate their curriculum and their practice. Students can come here and participate in outreach activities, and also in the wider community, that relate to the theme of preventing and curing disease, and are really relevant to their everyday experience.
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