GCHE: Dr Damien Spencer
Okay so I've been employed at La Trobe for four years now. I'm in the School of Molecular Sciences so it I mainly teach to postgraduate students in biotechnology. It's a combination of both classroom teaching and prac-based teaching as well.
One of the main benefits I got from the Graduate Certificate was the ability to meet with other people from different parts of La Trobe in different disciplines, in different faculties, all sharing our knowledge, our experiences, and there's a lot of small group work and a lot of small meetings and so this was a good chance to meet with other people and see how they approach their teaching and get some ideas from them.
In my teaching I deal a lot with International students and the Grad Cert was a good opportunity during my research practicum project to learn a bit more about international students, their approaches to learning, their styles of learning, their learning habits, and so that was a good way for me to read with the literature said about these students and sort of get a different or perhaps a better idea about how they approach their studies. Also then while doing my own research it was a good chance to see the different types of research that there are. As a scientist I’m used to doing the scientific method, the one way of gaining data and analysing data and then interpreting it, and I guess through doing this research was a good chance to see that there is other ways of doing research. So that in many ways has helped me not only with my own teaching but my own research as well.
The main benefits of enrolling in the Grad Cert; one is meeting with other people and sharing ideas. The La Trobe Grad Cert is not always just about tips and tricks but there are a lot of tips and tricks that you can take and use in your own teaching and also a good chance to think about your own teaching practice, whether this means in front of the classroom, developing curriculum, designing assessment, these are all things that I sort of had not much of an idea about before I started the Grad Cert and I'm a lot more confident now in doing all of these things.
