Staff stories – Kerry Fisher

My main current role is to be a lecturer in the Department of Prosthetics and Orthotics. I'm also at the moment acting as the head of that department and I'm the course coordinator in that department. So I guess the role that I have and the positions enable me to work into teaching into the program but also looking at making sure the subjects that we're teaching are appropriate, the way that we're teaching them is appropriate and that the students are getting the best out of that learning experience.
So I have been doing this for about 30 years so working in prosthetics and orthotics has given me a lot of opportunities to see a lot of different things, experience a lot of different environments. After I graduated I worked in Australia for a while in a clinic in Adelaide and then I was able to move overseas and I've been very lucky to do a lot of different roles I guess in prosthetics and orthotics and I feel that means now I can bring a number of diverse experiences into teaching. I've worked with a number of individuals both in Australia and overseas, I've helped with mentoring one-on-one, I have worked in groups, so I don't think that I just teach things in one way, I think I am a little bit more flexible and that I like to work with helping people to identify where they're coming from and what they want to get out of any particular activity and I think from working diversely and bringing those experiences together you're, I hope I'm able to help people more with bringing that out of themselves.
I love working at the University, I think it's a fantastic environment. Students are great, they are our future, that is what everybody says. It's exciting to be able to work with people who want to become something, they want to invest in themselves, they want to have a career and a future and in the environment that I'm in that career and future is in providing services back to the community in being involved in a lot of very positive contributions to society and to the individuals that we work with.
A lot of my achievements are based on what other people have achieved. So I kind of feel that my greatest achievements are things like if I've worked with a student who has been struggling and they graduate from the program you can see that they and their family are so proud of themselves, it's fantastic to be involved in that kind of experience. In the broader profession we have a fantastic opportunity to work with individuals who think they may not be able to do things anymore, so they may have lost a leg and they feel that they can't walk and we can provide them with a device that helps them to walk again and they get that confidence back, they feel better about themselves, they go back to doing everything they want to do. So I guess I feel my achievements are a small part of watching other people work on their achievements I guess in so many different ways.
