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Social accounting is a new area, really, an emerging area of accounting. It includes what a lot of people would be familiar with, the area of environmental and ... or ... and what’s increasingly known as sustainability accounting and most people have some affinity ... of understanding with that, sustainability or environmental accounting is accounting for the environment, our effects of our activities if you like on the environment and accounting for the way environment itself ... the environment itself is changing over time for instance. Social accounting, most people have a little bit more difficulty understanding what it is but if you imagine anything accounting could be, any forms of account we could give, any forms of accountability that we could be called together for, that’s social accoutring. And financial accounting is just a small part of that but an important part of it but social accounting is accounting for everything else that financial accounting doesn’t capture and trying to think about it in a formal kind of way so that we can bring the social into our accounting, into our accounts, into our forms of accountability.
Well I see myself as a critical social accountant so my social accounting research focuses on a critique of accounting and its effects in society so a critique of accounting and a critique of accounting’s effects and mostly that means a critique of the dominance of financial accounting and a critique of the ... what’s called the instrumentalist dominance of accounting so accounting is dominated by the bottom line if you like whereas social accounting ... in social accounting and in critical social accounting the bottom line in some senses is the least important part of it, it’s everything above that, all the components of accounting that we want to talk about and we would in so doing critique the power if you like of the bottom line.

What I always try to do as a teacher as well as a researcher is to connect my teaching to current issues of what’s happening in the world in society and because my research is in social accounting there’s ... there are immediate connections there and a lot of students don’t see the connection ... their immediate connection with the financial world of traditional accounting but many students can see their immediate connection with the social world of social accounting so there’s a really close tie between my research and my teaching here at La Trobe.
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