GCHE: Dr Eric Pardede
I've been teaching at La Trobe for about six years now and I've been involved in teaching both in the classroom situation and also in computer laboratory classes in subjects such as information systems, database, programming, software engineering projects and some other more.
I can mention one experience that is very useful for me which is when we practice the scholarship of teaching and learning. The idea of scholarship of teaching and learning is quite simple where I have to do self-reflections for everything I do as a teacher and the idea is I need to identify the problems that I encounter during my subject design and subject delivery and try to find solutions that I can improve on for the next time I teach the subjects. As you probably know I work in information technology and this area changes a lot, rapidly, because of that the skill of self reflection is very important because I need to keep refining, redesigning my subjects, or by having this skill I can make sure that the subjects that I design and I deliver are consistent and also focused on student learning.
I have just enrolled in a few subjects so I need to learn more but like I mentioned before I have applied the peer-reviewed student assessments for some subjects that I teach this semester and I've never applied these assessments before because I didn't know how to do it and I didn't know the benefits of them. I think it takes a lot more time for me to do it, it's more than what I expected, but I think the students actually learn a lot more because they have to provide quality feedback to their friend's work, so they come during the tutorial or during the lectures more prepared and then hopefully by doing that they can achieve the intended learning outcomes that we set at the beginning of the semester.
The first one probably the obvious one, you will be able to learn more about teaching philosophy and teaching practices but the important thing I've found is that I don't only learn from the lecturers from CTLC but also learn from each other, from the colleagues that enrol in the subjects because the majority of the students who enrolled in the Graduate Certificate work in tertiary education sectors so they have experience so we learn from each other's success and also each other's mistakes. So that's the first benefit. The second benefit probably I can say it opened opportunity for me to do more research in education. I never thought before that I would be able to do some sort of research, writing a technical report or research paper about, for example, my rationale about a subject design and it's quite refreshing to do something that is out of my current range of expertise and I think most people will find it the same way.
