CTLC Staff Stories: Emma Yench.
I'm the educational designer for the Faculty of Science, Technology and Engineering, and I was employed actually as part of the Design for Learning project originally, to assist and advise staff on developing their subjects and sites. I've got a particular expertise with Moodle so originally there to help transition the faculty from Web CT to Moodle. Now, as a more of a, I suppose, an advocacy role for the faculty with regards to technologies, learning technologies. 

I have, the role is a little, sort of, its a two-part role more or less. I'm working a lot with individuals in the faculty to design or redesign their subjects or their courses. So I'm working very much in an educational design role in that aspect, so looking at bringing in new methods of teaching, trying new things, implementing new technologies, where it's appropriate - sometimes Moodle, sometimes other things. And then, I'm also working into the university community as a whole particularly around the LMS, and most recently, developing the teaching and learning hub which is about trying to give staff a space to communicate, to share ideas, to find the resources. So, trying to bring all the resources that we have at the uni, which is a spectacular number of resources, but scattered all over the place. So, basically it's about trying to bring them all, link them all, into a single place, so that people can just go to a single place.

What I find most exciting, I guess, is the chance to make a positive difference and to help other people make that positive difference. I find it really motivating when staff are getting excited about what they've done, enjoying the connection with students and producing good outcomes. From a faculty perspective at the moment, because I'm working with a number of individual staff members, I guess the outcomes are around their own subjects. For example, in the last 12 months I've been working with Dennis Black and Peter Pridmore and others up in Wodonga to develop a couple of ecology fieldwork subjects which have been quite innovative and novel in the way that we've had to develop them, because it's a fieldwork subject. So, it's got a big fieldwork component which is what the students really love. And we needed to take that fieldwork component and build a subject around that. So, because it's a fieldwork component, it runs out of session, during the ecology fieldwork season, so February and July. And so we needed to develop a subject around that and went for the online component to support that. There's quite a number of different elements in there, innovative elements, so it was quite a design challenge in some ways. So I'd say that that's probably an example of one of the achievements. 

And then in terms of the university community as a whole, we're looking, you know, I've recently been working with Claire Macken, Aly Waterson, Donna Bisset and other people to develop the teaching and learning hub, which is a University-wide resource located in Moodle. It's there to give people a space and access to resources. So that's recently come online, and hopefully that will contribute to the learning and teaching at La Trobe.

