Video transcript: BIS
Mitzi:

Hi ,I’m Mitzi.  If you’re like me you want to work with computers but how do you tell the difference between all the different courses like, information technology, information systems, computer science and games technology?  How do you tell what they’re all about and which one’s right for you?  Let’s go have a look.
Zhen (He):

Information Systems is a system used to help decision makers make decisions.  It consists of the information technology side of it, which includes the data collection, processing and analysis, and it also includes the people side which make use of that.

Mitzi:

So it’s about technology and people working together.

Zhen (He):

Yes, that’s a good summary. 
Mitzi:

Thanks (Laughs)

Zhen (He):
Let me try to make this thing more concrete for you by using a weather forecasting example.

We would have balloons and buoys collect the atmospheric air pressure information.  This data needs to be then relayed using some kind of communication device to a database server and then this data will be used by mathematical software.  Finally, we will arrive at an air pressure map and here we need to have people involved.
Weather forecasters would then use this pressure map.  They know how to read this, and come up with the forecast information.
Mitzi:

So would you learn how to predict the weather in an IS course?
Zhen (He):

No actually you learn how to develop, manage and improve an information system and this is actually really useful and important knowledge because information systems are often pivotal to the success of an organisation.
Mitzi:

So what kind of jobs could an IS graduate get?
Zhen (He):

Well you could be a project manager, which that will mean that you will manage and oversee projects.  Or, you could be a system analyst, which could mean that you would improve and identify data storage needs, data capture and processing.  So if you like working with people and working with information technology and helping people solve their problems then IS might be the right choice for you.  IS is cool (laugh).
