Student story – Alexis Killoran

So I came to be at La Trobe, I got at an offer to come here and I started in biological sciences and I swapped through to conservation and then I ended up in agriculture because I figured out that is where I really wanted to be. I also came to the Uni on the open day and found it was a really nice, friendly place, there are lots of gardens and trees and it was comfortable to be in.
There's a lot more student services, well there is academic services that weren't here when I came here and there is also places where we can sit and be out of the weather, they provide microwaves and a little bit of food sometimes, breakfasts and there is a lot more of that going on.
My oral presentation skills have definitely, they have improved out of sight. When I came here the first one I did I was extremely nervous and I've probably done 10 or 15 since and I now find I'm quite confident getting up and talking in front of people and that is really going to help in my job. My research skills have also really improved. I was weak in the actual applying research, I was good in theoretical side of things but I've had to perform experiments and do all those sorts of things, particularly in honours which I'm in at the moment and that will really help me because a lot of my job, it is probably 50-50 research and speaking.
In terms of teamwork skills and critical thinking and researching I think that's one of La Trobe's strengths, they really try to cater for what your eventual job is going to be. So my job will be quite scientific and they've really tried to build the teamwork and the critical thinking and the researching into your assessment tasks and you have to, you don't have a choice so it really does develop those skills.
I had trouble knowing where to go to research information that I needed. I found the library staff were really helpful in that department, they really did point me in the right direction and even taught me on the computer how to put in your certain keywords and use their database and everything, that was probably my, when I first came here that was my biggest trouble. They provide a lot of textbooks as well, that is really helpful if you are a little bit short for cash or you come here and you're a little bit disorganised or the bookshop doesn't have them yet they do have a lot of textbooks that you can borrow and I find that's really helpful.
The Uni's really good at giving you information, like they will just on your student e-mail they will send you e-mails quite frequently with your coursework and trying to find support services. Your lecturers are also really good to, they will come in and tell you that there is support available and they probably answer most of your questions. In terms of actually writing a scientific review or something like that you are well aware that there's people there to help.
It has been a fantastic experience really, even interacting with all the different people that you meet, learning, researching, every part of my job I believe I've improved in my readiness just through being here.
