GCHE: Dr Mandy Ruddock-Hudson
I've been employed at La Trobe for 18 months now and as an early academic I'm teaching in the common first year and also in the rehabilitation counselling major in the School of Public Health and Human Biosciences.
I'm coordinating the rehabilitation case management subject which is a core subject for the rehabilitation counselling major.
I think as an early academic because I've had limited teaching experience it's been great to go into the Graduate Certificate and learn about the different theories and how to apply them to teaching and learning. I found that really rewarding and it's given me a lot of confidence going in as a teacher.
Probably with application, because I was developing a new subject, I learned a lot about intended learning outcomes, how to align those with different sorts of assessments and also on how to obtain accurate feedback from students as well.
The main benefits for me, especially as an early academic, it gave me confidence in the material that I was learning and also it allowed me to apply it. Being new in the industry as well I was able to network with a lot of other academics in the University and that's generally not an opportunity that you get to do when you work in your particular school and I just think understanding why we teach and what we do has been really beneficial and hopefully I'm able to transfer my passion and love for teaching, to students.
