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1

0:00:04.60 --> 0:00:08.26

Catherine Garrett: Hello I'm Catherine Garrett and welcome to On The Couch.

2

0:00:08.27 --> 0:00:11.99

 This is La Trobe's interview series where we get to focus on knowing more about our

3

0:00:12.00 --> 0:00:15.92

senior leaders and hearing about the challenges, achievements and

4

0:00:15.93 --> 0:00:19.91

opportunities they will be leading their teams through in 2015.

5

0:00:19.92 --> 0:00:24.88

Today I'm speaking with Professor Tony McGrew Pro-Vice Chancellor of our new

6

0:00:24.89 --> 0:00:29.02

College of Arts, Social Sciences and Commerce. Welcome Tony.

7

0:00:29.03 --> 0:00:30.28

Professor Tony McGrew: Thank you Catherine.

8

0:00:30.29 --> 0:00:33.35

Catherine Garrett: So what are your goals for the ASSC College?

9

0:00:33.36 --> 0:00:36.04

Professor Tony McGrew: Well I suppose I've got a number of aspirations and I think

10

0:00:36.05 --> 0:00:39.20

they're aspirations which are shared by the staff and also the students in the college.

11

0:00:39.21 --> 0:00:44.40

We want to create a college which is a kind of dynamic, academic community,

12

0:00:44.41 --> 0:00:48.71

a flourishing academic community, one in which students are inspired

13

0:00:48.72 --> 0:00:54.62

by their teachers and in deed that the teachers inspire research and research

14

0:00:54.63 --> 0:00:59.71

which has great impact beyond the University and has an impact upon the community

15

0:00:59.71 --> 0:01:01.92

and the great issues of today.

16

0:01:01.93 --> 0:01:04.52

Catherine Garrett: What do you see La Trobe's strengths as being?

17

0:01:04.53 --> 0:01:07.04

Professor Tony McGrew: I suppose one of the key strengths, one of the things that

18

0:01:07.05 --> 0:01:13.46

struck me about La Trobe is if you go back to its founding mission and David Myers

19

0:01:13.47 --> 0:01:18.39

that it was supposed to be a university which was the third university in Victoria,

20

0:01:18.40 --> 0:01:22.57

one which had a particular mission around educational opportunity. I think that

21

0:01:22.58 --> 0:01:27.07

tradition is very much alive today and in deed the whole kind of future ready is

22

0:01:27.08 --> 0:01:31.72

about renewing and reinvigorating that tradition, creating opportunities for

23

0:01:31.73 --> 0:01:35.67

students, those who come to university for the first time, but equally creating

24

0:01:35.68 --> 0:01:39.27

all kinds of other opportunities, opportunities for them in the workplace

25

0:01:39.28 --> 0:01:45.35

through work integrated learning and so on. La Trobe's got a very special

26

0:01:45.36 --> 0:01:48.83

and very particular mission and we need to hold onto that, and we need

27

0:01:48.84 --> 0:01:53.52

to hold onto that in all the things that we do from research through to teaching

28

0:01:53.53 --> 0:01:56.08

through to engagement with the community.

29

0:01:56.09 --> 0:01:59.79

Catherine Garrett: Well tell us a little bit about your past positions and research.

30

0:01:59.80 --> 0:02:05.64

Professor Tony McGrew: Well my academic areas is international relations and

31

0:02:05.65 --> 0:02:09.03

I've done a lot of work on issues of globalisation. I've written fairly

32

0:02:09.04 --> 0:02:13.08

extensively on globalisation, in terms of economic globalisation, it's

33

0:02:13.09 --> 0:02:18.31

implications for government and public policy, implications for inequality.

34

0:02:18.31 --> 0:02:21.85

I've also done more recently work on issues of global institutions and global

35

0:02:21.86 --> 0:02:27.18

governance and the role of China in global institutions. And that's in part what I've been working

36

0:02:27.19 --> 0:02:33.01

on more recently with colleagues from the Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences.

37

0:02:33.02 --> 0:02:37.60

I originally did my academic work at South Hampton University and then

38

0:02:37.61 --> 0:02:43.16

I went to Liverpool John Moores University, then I went to the Open University.

39

0:02:43.17 --> 0:02:47.00

I went back to my alma mater South Hampton University, actually as a professor,

40

0:02:47.01 --> 0:02:50.12

which was a very strange experience because I was actually head of

41

0:02:50.13 --> 0:02:55.75

department over many colleagues who actually had taught me at the time as a PhD student.

42

0:02:55.76 --> 0:02:58.48

So you can imagine that was fairly interesting and I became

43

0:02:58.49 --> 0:03:02.28

Head of School of Social Sciences there. Then I moved to the University of Strathclyde

44

0:03:02.29 --> 0:03:07.51

in Glasgow where I spent the last four and a half years building a new faculty out

45

0:03:07.52 --> 0:03:11.64

of two former faculties in the Humanities and Social Sciences.

46

0:03:11.65 --> 0:03:14.01

Catherine Garrett: So you obviously know your way around a university. Tell us

47

0:03:14.02 --> 0:03:19.07

what you see as being some of the biggest challenges facing the sector today?

48

0:03:19.08 --> 0:03:22.46

Professor Tony McGrew: I think there are some kind of global challenges which all

49

0:03:22.47 --> 0:03:25.21

universities everywhere are going through and those are to to do

50

0:03:25.22 --> 0:03:32.40

with technology and the way in which we teach the very basic tools of, and the very

51

0:03:32.41 --> 0:03:35.41

basic pedagogies with which we teach. So I think there is some fundamental

52

0:03:35.42 --> 0:03:39.23

challenges there. There are some very fundamental challenges about the funding

53

0:03:39.24 --> 0:03:42.47

of universities, whether students should pay, whether government should pay and

54

0:03:42.48 --> 0:03:49.17

so on or in deed how we combine a regime, if you like, for funding universities.

55

0:03:49.18 --> 0:03:52.60

I think those are fundamental issues. I think universities are under huge

56

0:03:52.61 --> 0:03:57.23

pressures about being accountable, particularly I think about demonstrating

57

0:03:57.24 --> 0:04:02.08

research which has impact. I think that that's a challenge for universities

58

0:04:02.09 --> 0:04:06.21

because it's not that we want to be ivory towers but there is something important

59

0:04:06.22 --> 0:04:10.52

about universities determining their own research and being independent

60

0:04:10.53 --> 0:04:14.71

autonomous institutions. I think there are a lot of challenges. I think there are

61

0:04:14.71 --> 0:04:17.91

some particular challenges in Australia, some very interesting debates around

62

0:04:17.92 --> 0:04:21.79

the funding of universities and so on, and those are probably particular to Australia.

63

0:04:21.80 --> 0:04:26.25

But in general I think most universities in most countries are subject

64

0:04:26.26 --> 0:04:30.79

to very similar kinds of challenges around the things that I've identified.

65

0:04:30.80 --> 0:04:34.23

Catherine Garrett: And on a personal note how are you finding Australia and the

66

0:04:34.24 --> 0:04:35.57

move from Glasgow?

67

0:04:35.58 --> 0:04:38.49

Professor Tony McGrew: Oh fantastic. I mean Melbourne's such a

68

0:04:38.50 --> 0:04:44.96

fantastic cosmopolitan city. In some ways it shares some things with Glasgow, you

69

0:04:44.97 --> 0:04:51.59

know, it's an old colonial city in some senses and I see the imprints of the Scots and

70

0:04:51.60 --> 0:04:55.35

the English here, you know, it's very visible in the architecture and so on.

71

0:04:55.36 --> 0:05:00.04

Equally the weather in Glasgow was very variable and that's a trait of Melbourne

72

0:05:00.05 --> 0:05:05.16

but I think Melbourne has the edge. If you look at all the kind of lead tables of world

73

0:05:05.17 --> 0:05:10.02

cities Melbourne usually comes out top or second. It's a fantastic city to live in.

74

0:05:10.03 --> 0:05:15.23

It's very vibrant. It's got a huge artistic cultural community and I think it's

75

0:05:15.24 --> 0:05:18.49

got, you know, great university life as well. Lots of good universities here and

76

0:05:18.50 --> 0:05:24.02

that gives the kind of vibrancy, I think, to city life. And of course one of the

77

0:05:24.03 --> 0:05:29.16

things which is very visible here is the diversity, the ethnic diversity which I

78

0:05:29.17 --> 0:05:34.88

think is a fantastic asset. So we're part of a global world but we live in one, we

79

0:05:34.89 --> 0:05:38.27

live in a city which is globalised in it's own way.

80

0:05:38.28 --> 0:05:41.79

Catherine Garrett: So are you finding the role here, so far, a positive one and

81

0:05:41.80 --> 0:05:45.61

feeling like you're getting on with it and it's a good thing, a good fit?

82

0:05:45.62 --> 0:05:47.93

Professor Tony McGrew: Oh yeah absolutely. I mean I've only been

83

0:05:47.94 --> 0:05:53.80

here three months. So it's my first hundred days and I think they've been great

84

0:05:53.81 --> 0:06:00.07

hundred days. Very few low points. Lots of exciting things, lots of challenging things too.

85

0:06:00.08 --> 0:06:04.47

No considerable surprises. Great people to work with,

86

0:06:04.48 --> 0:06:09.44

really great colleagues to work with. So for me it's been quite inspiring and it's

87

0:06:09.45 --> 0:06:17.80

been really a role which I think I fit in very well with.

88

0:06:17.81 --> 0:06:19.89

I'm looking forward to developing it further.

89

0:06:19.90 --> 0:06:22.11

Catherine Garrett: Well we'll be looking forward to seeing what happens this year.

90

0:06:22.12 --> 0:06:24.48

Thank you very much Professor McGrew for speaking with us.

91

0:06:24.49 --> 0:06:25.52

Professor Tony McGrew: You're welcome. Thank you.

92

0:06:25.53 --> 0:06:27.35

Catherine Garrett: And that's it for this edition of On The Couch.

93

0:06:27.36 --> 0:06:29.18

I'm Catherine Garrett. I'll see you next time.

