GCHE: Dr Anita Raspovic
I've been here La Trobe for about 17 years in various capacities, full-time, part-time, casual and in that time I've done a whole range of different teaching roles so subject coordination and teaching within a subject, clinical supervision, research supervision and more recently coordinating the new podiatry curriculum.
There's a whole lot of things that have come out of it for me personally. One of it is obviously the sort of learning that I have undergone as part of the different subjects and they are quite different depending on the different subjects I've been through. The other key experience is really the people that I've met that have been at the Uni all along that I didn't know, so people from the same faculty, CTLC staff mentors, and more recently I've done a subject with Education and there's people from VET sector and all sorts of different backgrounds so that has been really useful. The actual subjects themselves, the first one on teaching and learning was a really good subject for me because I've been teaching so long I had already had a lot of things that I was doing and that was in some ways good to reinforce some of the good things I had been doing but it was an opportunity to find out what was really new and most up-to-date in teaching and learning so that was some really good things I took out of that that I could apply to my teaching. My second subject was a teaching portfolio so really useful for reflection on my teaching in the past and probably highlighted that I could improve how I measured my effectiveness of teaching as I really fine tuned that a little bit. And the last one has been on curriculum design which again has been really useful in my course coordination role.
Because the podiatry has a new curriculum at the moment I was in the process of redesigning my subjects anyway so I've taken a lot of what I've learned and integrated into my new subjects that way, just generally the coordination of the curriculum, and I guess looking to new areas of maybe teaching and learning research in the future, that's sort of given me the background and also connections and networks to follow that.
Apart from the obvious, learning, and the practical applications it has here, it has improved professional scope as well so I work on some things outside of the Uni, course accreditations and things like that so it's really helped how I think about other programs. Obviously in at the Uni there is a couple of ways that it's structured that's really really useful in terms of its flexibility. With all of the subjects I had options of the kind of assessments that I could do so really tailor it to things I was probably already doing anyway, making them more formalised, that was really useful. The subjects were flexible in terms of the timing, I'm only part-time and I have little kids and I can't come every day, so I could do one of my subjects was weekend delivery which was really good and then the middle subject was flexible so project based. It's fully paid for itself so it's an opportunity to gain a qualification that is being funded in an area that I'm working in already. And the other thing was that it's given me an opportunity for career progression in terms of promotion application which is you know I have to be honest with you is also a good motivation. From my second subject, the teaching portfolio, I got a peer reviewed assessment out of that so I can put that towards my promotion plus other outputs and actually doing the Grad Cert so I think there's quite a lot of attractive benefits.
