Transcript
Assoc. Professor Savitri Taylor – Accounting for detention
My current research project is called “Accounting for detention”. Doing that project in collaboration with two of my colleagues in the School of Accounting, Professor Ken McPhail and Associate Professor Robert Nyamori and we are trying, we rather suspect that Western countries are trying to avoid legal and political accountability for immigration detention by outsourcing detention to foreign governments and/or transnational corporations. So we want to work out the extent to which this is happening and what the impacts of that are.
In the course of this project we are hoping that we will be able to identify the mechanism through which Western governments are outsourcing immigration detention and then try to ascertain what gaps in political and legal accountability for human rights that leads to and whether there is any way of fixing it.
This project we are actually also doing in partnership with the International Detention Coalition which has a membership of about 200 non-government organisations who are spread across 50 countries globally. So everything that we do in this project will hopefully feed directly into their policy and advocacy work so that by drawing on the strong evidence base and the concrete reform proposals that we come up with in this research project the member organisations of International Detention Coalition will have what they need to insist that governments do the right thing in terms of protecting the human rights of very vulnerable people who are subject to detention or might be subject to detention.


