GCHE: Zali Yager
I've been teaching at La Trobe for about four years. I teach in health and physical education in Education Faculty in Bendigo. I teach a large first-year subject called Concepts of Well-being which is for all first-year education students and a few other different sort of second, third, fourth year subjects along the way.
The main thing that was really useful was just having a bunch of people in the one room from all over the University, from the different campuses, from different faculties, bringing different things to the course and getting different things from it. So it was really nice just to meet people that you could then figure out oh they've got the same problems that I do with their students being lazy and they've got the same interests that I do so we can collaborate on something. I mean the main thing for me was just making those connections within the University because it can be sometimes a pretty lonely place.
It was actually really difficult while we were learning the stuff in the Graduate Certificate to not rush out and do it that week in class straight away, I had to be a little bit controlled but did end up implementing a lot of it into a second-year subject and a fourth-year subject that I was doing. Just some of the little things around group work and how you can really tighten that up and then some of the bigger things like constructive alignment that were really explained in much more detail in the Graduate Certificate . The other main thing that I've really applied in my work is that the Graduate Certificate has given me a whole other layer in terms of research because I thought that the Graduate Certificate would be like sort of practical stuff on how to do your teaching but it's much more than that, it was more how can you actually use the research to help your teaching which is the one part but then how can you contribute to the research by actually looking into your own work using a scholarly approach, and having that extra sort of avenue of research in the teaching and learning area.
The main benefits would be giving you the extra research area to focus in. I feel like you spend so much time and energy on your teaching that it is really useful to be able to capture that and to put that towards publication as well as your research stream. The other benefits would be feeling more connected with the University and with feeling like you know a bit more about what's going on sometimes in terms of Design for Learning and in terms of the underlying reasons for a lot of the change that is happening in the University, it was good to feel a part of that. And then making that sort of social and professional connections within the University that you can draw upon later and work with or even just catch up for coffee.
